[Poly-lactic-acid (PLA) sternal pins for the closure of median sternotomy--report of a case].
Poly-lactic-acid (PLA) sternal pins were used for the closure of median sternotomy in a case of bilateral pneumothorax. After placement 7 sutures of polyester and 2 wires, PLA sternal pins were inserted into the bone marrow of the sternum. The wires were then twisted and tightened, and all sutures were tightened, and the wires were removed. No significant postoperative complications, i.e., osteomyelitis and mediastinitis, sternal dehiscence, or bone marrow dysfunction, were observed. In addition, the PLA sternal pins were absorbed. In the closure of median sternotomy, PLA sternal pins provide stable sternal adhesion, which is essential to the prevention of sternal dehiscence and other complications. Moreover, with the use of PLA sternal pins, the retention of steel wires in the body is unnecessary.